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PLATFORM OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

OF PEND OREILLE COUNTY

April 12, 2008

PREAMBLE

Government exists to support the well being of the people and to assist the nation’s citizens. Our platform rests on the following principles:

· Security for all citizens

· Education, jobs and economic opportunity for all

· Accessible and affordable health care for all Americans

· A rebuilding of our reputation in the world as a cooperative and just country

· A reversal of the erosion of civil liberties in our country

· A recognition that diversity strengthens our nation

· A recognition that we are responsible for our ethical, economic, environmental and educational legacy

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

A strong economy contributes to prosperous communities. 

1. We support living wage jobs.

2. Economic zones and industrial parks can be used to promote business growth.

3. Economic development should consider effect upon the environment and impact upon climate change.
EDUCATION

Education is the first priority of the Washington State constitution.

1. K-12 Education must be accountable, of high quality, affordable to all citizens, and fully funded by the state.

2. Music, Theater and the Arts are an integral part of a K-12 education

3. All State and Federal mandates must be fully funded.

4. Public school staff, parents and students should be held accountable for meeting rigorous academic and ethical standards.

5. We support before and after-school programs for children.

6. We support life-long education for all. 

7. Curriculum scope and sequence must be research based.

8.
The study of Math & Science should be emphasized to meet the continuing challenges of our economy and society.

9.  
We support early childhood education.

ENVIRONMENT

Every individual has the fundamental right to clean air, pure water, and a healthy natural environment.  Therefore government policies should:

1. Improve the condition and usability of all rivers, lakes and streams.

2. Implement a regional solution to milfoil control.

3. Develop and support sustainable forest practices.

4. Increase use of renewable energy sources.

5. Prevent the spread of noxious weeds.

6. Reduce the causes and impact of climate change. 

FOREIGN POLICY

National foreign policy impacts all citizens.  

1. National Foreign Policy decisions should consider the domestic impact on States – economic and otherwise.

2. Foreign Policy should promote fair trade.

3. The United States should provide assistance in international humanitarian crisis situations.

4. As a world leader, the United States should foster collegial relationships with other nations.

5. The United States should exhaust diplomatic avenues before waging war.

6. War should not be financed to the long-term detriment of our national economy.

7. 
The sacrifices and costs of war should be shared by all citizens.
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICAL REFORM

Honest and efficient government provides the most benefit to citizens.  

1. Our elected officials should represent Pend Oreille County and Eastern Washington interests.

2. The population served should determine the size and cost of government.  

3. The quality of a society is measured by the degree to which those most in need are served.

4. We support the men and women of the armed forces during and after their active service to our country.
5. We support the democratic principle of one person, one vote.
HEALTHCARE

Government policies should support health and wellness care for all.

1. The individual has the right to make his or her own healthcare decisions.

2. All citizens should have access to affordable medical, pharmaceutical and wellness programs as a basic human right.
3. Healthcare systems should be oriented to wellness, not profit. 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND CIVIL RIGHTS

We expect a right to privacy and pursuit of happiness with minimal interference from the government.  

1. All individuals should be equally afforded civil and human rights and access thereto.

2. We oppose social discrimination of all kinds.

3. Universal rights and benefits granted by the Constitution should be preserved and protected from an intrusive government.

4. We support the right of citizens to bear arms in a safe, reasonable, and legal manner.

5. We support instruction on safe gun use when licensure is a requirement for gun ownership, registration, or concealed carry of a pistol.

LAW AND JUSTICE

All citizens have a right to security and protection for their person and property.

1. A responsive law enforcement authority gives the highest priority to personal security and crime prevention.

2. All levels of government are responsible for disaster preparedness.

3. Prisons should not only be punitive but also provide drug rehabilitation, education, (and) vocational training, and contribute to the local economy wherever possible.

4. A balance between public safety and personal liberty must be maintained.

5. We support research based crime prevention and diversion programs.
